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Value your home

Don’t underestimate the importance of knowing the value of your

home.

As the major asset of any household, a
property valuation should be part of a
regular review of your financial health. And
there are some very important reasons for
doing so.

Explore investment opportunities - The
equity you've built up in your home can be
used to generate wealth elsewhere, such
as investing in residential property or, if you
are looking for increased liquidity, shares.
A house valuation will reveal how much
equity you have in your home, and may

be the first step in building an investment
portfolio.

proper estate planning and will ensure that
your property is distributed in an orderly
and efficient manner.

When it’s time to sell - With realistic
expectations of the current market price of
your property you can time the sale of your
property so to take full advantage of its
selling potential.

Keeping on top of the changes in your
home’s value is an important tool for under-
standing the overall state of your financial
well-being. Location, condition, size, cur-
rent market conditions and potential for

Location, condition, size, current market conditions
and potential for appreciation are all important factors

Ensure you're properly covered - A
home is a valuable asset, and you'll want
to be sure yours is fully protected. If you're
underinsured, you could be in for a major
loss should your home or property be
damaged. Avoid this predicament through
keeping track of home improvements and
purchases and regularly calculating what
they add to its value.

For estate planning - A home is one of
the most significant assets you'll pass on to
your dependents. As such, major changes
in the value of your property can affect how
you choose to divide your estate. A home
valuation is therefore an essential part of

appreciation are all important factors when
determining a property’s value. There are
numerous websites available that offer free
property value assessments, or for a more
extensive valuation contact a professional
property valuer. Your mortgage broker will
be able to recommend one in your local
area.
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Welcome back from your break. We
hope you head into the New Year
properly refreshed.

After the latest interest rate increase,
we explore the future of interest rates,
and their likely fall over the next year.
What does this mean for homeowners?
The opportunity to drive mortgages
down by adding the saved interest
back into the mortgage, or even using
the extra funds to invest.

With mortgages still in mind, we find
you can save thousands by having a
mortgage that is suitable to your
needs, and we give you a few pointers
on how to find it. More on budget
matters we discuss how to celebrate
the Christmas season without breaking
the credit card limit, and a few new
year financial resolutions you can set
for yourself.

We hope you enjoy,
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